
Volume 6 number 2 Journalism Education page 75

Articles

Reviews 
The reviews pages are edited by Tor Clark. If you have a 
book you would like to review or have come across a new 
book we should know about please get in touch. Also if 
you have recently had a book published and would like to 
see it reviewed, please contact Tor on t.clark@leicester.
ac.uk

Reviews Section
The domination of Brexit
Reviews Section edited by Tor Clark, University of Leicester, UK.

Have you wondered what the politicians did before Brexit? So dominant has it become in the political 
firmament that it’s sometimes hard to remember there was ever any other real politics before June 2016. 
And how dull political life might have been if Remain had won and we’d just had same-old, same-old under 
Cameron and Osborne?

But Brexit is upon us and has as profound an impact on Journalism as it does on all other aspects of life. 
How journalists and spin doctors tackled Brexit makes for interesting and useful reading in itself. How 
journalism will deal with the issues Brexit coverage raised – most notably the thorny issue of ‘balance’ in 
broadcast journalism – gives Journalism practitioners, academics and students plenty to discuss.

So it’s not surprising that this reviews section is dominated by reviews of books about Brexit. These may 
not be traditional scholarly tomes concerning concepts and theories, but in the selection of books about 
Brexit reviewed briefly in this edition’s Reviews pages, lecturers and students will find excellent first-hand 
journalistic accounts which say much about 21st century journalistic practice, as well as academic analysis 
of the journalism around Brexit by esteemed Media scholars from leading Journalism and Communications 
departments at universities such as Loughborough and Cardiff.

Not content with having spent six months editing a significant collection of chapters about Brexit (and 
Trump) journalist, academic and book editor John Mair decided to spend his well-earned summer break 
reading all the other books about Brexit. He agrees with most informed reviewers in lauding Sunday Times 
political editor Tim Shipman’s All Out War, which is predicted to become the standard journalistic work on 
Brexit. Find out what he thinks of its rivals.

Journalism Education editor Professor Chris Frost casts his expert eye over Brexit, Trump and the Media, 
a collection of 58 separate chapters analysing the journalism around 2016, the year of the populist upris-
ing and the subsequent 2017 UK general election. Find out how this tome compares with the other recent 
literature in his review.

Back on planet normal, regular reviewer Michael Foley has been intrigued by a history of the Irish press 
in the 20th century, which offers interest and insights for journalism today.

And finally, Australian academics Kristy Hess and Lisa Waller appear to have achieved the impossible – 
writing an international book about local journalism in Local Journalism in a Digital World. Find out what 
it offers for you and your students.

The Reviews section will attempt to get back to a broader coverage of all things journalistic in the next 
edition, but for now, Brexit is so all-consuming, it more than merits its domination of this section, only a 
year after the storm broke.
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Brexit, Trump and the Media edited by John Mair 
Tor Clark, Neil Fowler, Raymond Snoddy, and 
Richard Tait.                                
Review by Chris Frost, Liverpool John Moores University

Here is the latest from the fast-moving publication machine driven by John Mair and ably 
assisted in this instance by Tor Clark, Neil Fowler, Raymond Snoddy, and Richard Tait.

John now proudly claims 20 of his “hackademic” style books; books made up of short essays, typically 
3,000 to 4,000 words as a commentary of a recent event of interest to the media and of interest to journalists 
and scholars in the way it was covered.

Of course he was spoilt for choice by events over the past 18 months and the surprises they brought: Brexit 
overturning the polls, the US election that defied the pundits and then our own surprise election with its even 
more surprising result.

To deal with such a range of material the book is split into eight sections each with a different theme. The 
first five look at Brexit from different angles whilst they are followed by chapters on the Trump election, 
post-truth, politics and journalism and then finally the 2017 UK election. 

The speed of turnaround from the events to publication makes this book (and indeed the series of books) 
unusual in academic terms and that is why the editors use the term hackademic as this is a mix of academic 
work and journalism. Journalists turned academics turn journalist again to put out chapters that use their 
earlier research as a basis to develop an early analysis of events whilst journalists try their hand at a slightly 
more academic style having had time to ponder a little longer than usual on what events, statistics and de-
velopments might mean.

The editors have managed to gather 56 authors to produce a broad range of views. It would be foolish to 
attempt to name all 56 in the review any more than it would be sensible to criticize each chapter, I will how-
ever try to give a flavour of what’s on offer. The book starts with a section on understanding the Brexit result. 
Richard Tait of Cardiff University leads the section that contains chapters by Nigel Farage, former leader of 
UIKIP, and Andy Wigmore & Jack Montgomery of Leave.eu. Raymond Snoddy leads the section on why 
the Brexit campaign won with chapters by polls supremo Professor John Curtice of Strathclyde University, 
and Professor David Blanchflower of Dartmouth College. Brexit and the press has Hugh Whittow, Editor of 
the Daily Express explaining how it was the Express what won it, while an international view is added by 
Dianan Zimmerman of ZDF and Xiaochen Guo of Communication University of China.

The locals and nations approaches to Brexit are examined in the next chapter with Mike Gilson, a former 
editor of the Brighton Argus and Martin Shipton, the chief reporter of Media Wales. Professors Justin Lewis 
(Cardiff), Richard Tait (Cardiff), Jay Blumler Leeds) and Ivor Gaber (Sussex) join with Stephen Cushion 
(Cardiff), James Mates, Europe Editor, ITV news and Gary Gibbons, Political Editor C4 News are just a few 
of those considering broadcasting and its role in presenting balanced coverage of the debate.

The final three chapters continue the pattern with Raymond Snoddy, Healen Boaden and Bill Dunlop, 
President Eurovision Americas, tackling the US election, Mark Thomson, president and CEO New York 
Times, and Peter Preston, former Editor of The Guardian, heading the section on post-truth and Michael 
White and Raymond Snoddy heading the final section on the UK election. An introduction by Jon Snow and 
a postscript by Nick Robinson bookend the 408 page tour de force.

The sheer range of views and analysis on offer makes this a great book to dip into, picking chapters as the 
mood takes you and it is a great source of reference for your lectures, speeches and articles. Journalism may 
be the first draft of history, but this is surely the first draft of academic analysis.
Brexit, Trump and the Media edited by John Mair, Tor Clark, Neil Fowler, Raymond Snod-
dy and Richard Tait., published in 2017 by Abramis 408 pp. £19.95
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Local Journalism in a Digital World by Kristy Hess 
and Lisa Waller
Review by Tor Clark, University of Leicester, UK
Local journalism has been much undervalued in the study of journalism generally. More 
attention is focused on the more high profile end of the profession, especially national news, 
international news and television news generally. 

And yet we all know, and statistics bear out, more people consume local news, especially outside the UK, 
and that what affects most people on a daily basis is what is happening to them in their own surroundings. 
Therefore, local journalism is incredibly important and worthy of study. 

A significant problem with being a Journalism academic interested in local journalism has always seemed 
to be that in an internationalised academic world, especially when the best research is deemed ‘world-
leading’, local journalism has only parochial appeal which would seem to discourage academic enquiry.

Another major issue is, as we all know, that local journalism is hard to define. Are the Washington Post and 
the New York Times local or national papers? Of course they are national, but yet they associate themselves 
with a single geographic location in exactly the same way as does the Whitby Gazette, for example. Indeed 
before the arrival of America’s first truly national newspaper, USA Today in the early 1980s, they were the 
best examples of US national papers.

There’s a similar picture in Australia, where Murdoch’s relatively recent The Australian has attempted to 
unite a continent which had previously been happily served by major quasi-national regional papers such as 
the Sydney Morning Herald, The Western Australian and The (Melbourne) Age among others, while other, 
usually free, papers served specifically local communities.

Even if we establish what we mean by local journalism, within local journalism there is a vast array of 
formats and styles, ranging from the highly professional respected major regional papers, noted above, to 
the enthusiastic but often haphazard parish magazines produced at village level.

Add into that mix regional and community radio and then the huge variety of hyper-local digital media 
and you have a huge and complex picture, which would seem, at first glance, hard to aggregate and quantify 
between the covers of one academic book. 

But now, for those of us who have soldiered on researching local journalism in its many forms over many 
years, Australian journalists-turned-academics Kristy Hess and Lisa Waller’s new book, in attempting to 
find common themes in local journalism from all over the globe, will be very welcome.

Hess and Waller, who work and write together at Melbourne’s Deakin University, have attempted to 
ground local journalism as an entity in academic and sociological theory and then explore what it is, what 
it does and how influential it may be.

Encouraged by Bob Franklin, Professor of Journalism at Cardiff University, the doyen of academic re-
search into local journalism, Hess and Waller have surveyed local journalism in all its many varied forms 
from all over the world and attempted, successfully, to establish common themes which will be applicable 
throughout local journalism, without compromising the distinct versions of the various diverse forms in 
different countries and regions.

They begin by conceptualising local journalism, before examining is various forms and practices, and con-
cluding with perhaps the most important question – how to secure the economic future of local journalism 
in an increasingly socially fragmented and globalised world. 

The problems they identify we already know too much about, but thankfully they find reasons for opti-
mism, especially the important place local journalism still occupies in local communities and the possibili-
ties for more innovative economic models to ensure local communities can still have access to accurate 
information about their localities.

This is a book scholars of local journalism have been waiting for. It will set an overview of the field that 
can be used to frame and promote more research. It offers general readers, journalists and academics across 
many social sciences a text which, in attempting global overview, makes a real contribution to this neglected 
local field of study.
Local Journalism in a Digital World by Kristy Hess and Lisa Waller, published in 2017 by 
Palgrave, paperback, £22.99 GBP, pp294, ISBN: 978-1-137-50476-0.
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The Fourth Estate: Journalism in Twentieth-Centu-
ry Ireland by Mark O’Brien
Reviewed by Michael Foley, Dublin Institute of Technology, Ireland.
It was not too long ago there were few books on media and press history in Ireland. There 
were a few studies of broadcasting, but they were often studies of broadcasting policy. There 
had been a number of important studies of censorship, which obviously impacted on jour-
nalists. Historians, of course, examined newspapers, but nearly always as sources rather 
than actors or players themselves. 

However, in the past ten years there has been a spurt of activity, influenced by the Newspaper and Periodi-
cal History Forum of Ireland and its annual conference, showcasing scholarly work in the area. We now 
have studies of individual newspapers, collections of essays on periodicals, on journalism before independ-
ence, books on the radical and nationalist press and the press during the Famine. Dr O’Brien, the author of 
this work is also the author histories of The Irish Times and the Irish Press. 

The current volume is not about individual newspapers and their editorial policies, nor does it deal with 
media policy other than how it might impact on journalists, but with the professional development of jour-
nalists themselves and in that it is unique and welcome.

The book takes us from journalists working in the highly political press of the pre-independence period, to 
the violent birth of independent Ireland, through the period of nation building, to the mid period of domina-
tion by the Catholic Church to the modern period of journalists operating in an open liberal democracy. It 
takes us to colonialism, to post-colonial and beyond.

Much of the focus is on the relationship between journalism and the Catholic Church. One of the purposes 
of any journalism history is to examine how it relates to the societal power brokers and the church was the 
most powerful institution for much of the period covered by this work. 

In the introduction, Dr O’Brien says the book was prompted by questions posed about journalism amid the 
clerical abuse scandals and political corruption stories that emerged in the 1990s. Why were not these issues 
exposed earlier? And asks if Irish journalism ‘was the dog that would not bark.’ Was it collusion with those 
in power or because the press was so muzzled by church and state. Does this book answer its own questions, 
possibly not, but raising the questions within the context of journalism and its culture is important. 

O’Brien’s work is descriptive. Rows within and between journalist organisations are detailed.  Major sto-
ries and how they were covered or missed are chronicled comprehensively. 

NUJ branches were established in Ireland soon after the union’s foundation. It went into decline with the 
founding of the Irish Journalist Association. The IJA’s support of Home Rule, meant it was impossible to 
organise in Northern Ireland. 

In the mid 1920s the NUJ again, decided to attempt to establish itself in Ireland; the IJA went into decline 
following the closure of a number of Dublin newspapers. When De Valera founded the Irish Press, where 
its journalists joined the NUJ en masse, the NUJ became the main trade union for Irish journalists, and 
remained so until today. 

O’Brien goes into detail about rows between the NUJ and the church, attempts to establish the Guild of 
Irish Journalists, a Catholic body that was to sweep away the NUJ and the Institute of Journalists prominent 
in the 19th century, remained a sort of ghostly presence. The rows are fascinating and do give insight into 
the culture of journalism in the 1940s and 1950s, but the NUJ was dominant, with 500 members to only a 
handful in the Guild or the Institute. The question that is not asked or answered is why did journalists stay 
loyal to the NUJ, even when, at times, the union in London, had lost patience with Ireland?

My view is the NUJ offered a link to a wider world and there have always been strong links between Irish 
journalists and British journalism. It was also an act of solidarity with journalists in Northern Ireland where 
the NUJ’s press card was accepted and carried by all, whether working for the Irish News, the Newsletter 
or working in the Belfast office of the Irish Press or The Irish Times. There was also the fact that journalists 
were badly paid so they wanted an organisation that was about improving their pay and conditions rather 
than having access to the Bishop’s Palace.

While the sections dealing with organisations are fascination, The Fourth Estate is not just a history of 
journalistic bodies. It deals with the 30-years of state censorship of broadcasting during the period of the 
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Northern Ireland Troubles, of how the stories of clerical abuse were finally published; how journalists skirt-
ed repressive censorship, defamation and the belt of the bishops crozier. If they were not always pushing the 
envelope, journalists played an important part in Ireland becoming a modern European country.

This book is welcome. It is well written and offers students a great introduction to Ireland and its journal-
ism and suggests a wealth of ideas for further research. 
The Fourth Estate: Journalism in Twentieth-Century Ireland by Mark O’Brien, published 
in 2017 by Manchester University Press, pp 243.

Local Journalism in a Digital World by Kristy Hess 
and Lisa Waller
Review by Tor Clark, University of Leicester, UK
Local journalism has been much undervalued in the study of journalism generally. More 
attention is focused on the more high profile end of the profession, especially national news, 
international news and television news generally. And yet we all know, and statistics bear 
out, more people consume local news, especially outside the UK, and that what affects most 
people on a daily basis is what is happening to them in their own surroundings. Therefore, 
local journalism is incredibly important and worthy of study. 

A significant problem with being a Journalism academic interested in local journalism has always seemed 
to be that in an internationalised academic world, especially when the best research is deemed ‘world-
leading’, local journalism has only parochial appeal which would seem to discourage significant academic 
enquiry.

Another major issue is, as we all know, that local journalism is hard to define. Are the Washington Post and 
the New York Times local or national papers? Of course they are national, but yet they associate themselves 
with a single geographic location in exactly the same way as does the Whitby Gazette, for example. Indeed 
before the arrival of America’s first truly national newspaper, USA Today in the early 1980s, they were the 
best examples of US national papers.

There’s a similar picture in Australia, where Murdoch’s relatively recent The Australian has attempted to 
unite a continent which had previously been happily served by major quasi-national regional papers such as 
the Sydney Morning Herald, The Western Australian and The (Melbourne) Age among others, while other, 
usually free, papers served specifically local communities.

Even if we establish what we mean by local journalism, within local journalism there is a vast array of 
formats and styles, ranging from the highly professional respected major regional papers, noted above, to 
the enthusiastic but often haphazard parish magazines produced at village level.

Add into that mix regional and community radio and then the huge variety of hyper-local digital media 
and you have a huge and complex picture, which would seem, at first glance, hard to aggregate and quantify 
between the covers of one academic book. 

But now, for those of us who have soldiered on researching local journalism in its many forms over many 
years, Australian journalists-turned-academics Kristy Hess and Lisa Waller’s new book, in attempting to 
find common themes in local journalism from all over the globe, will be very welcome.

Hess and Waller, who work and write together at Melbourne’s Deakin University, have attempted to 
ground local journalism as an entity in academic and sociological theory and then explore what it is, what 
it does and how influential it may be.

Encouraged by Bob Franklin, Professor of Journalism at Cardiff University, the doyen of academic re-
search into local journalism, Hess and Waller have surveyed local journalism in all its many varied forms 
from all over the world and attempted, successfully, to establish common themes which will be applicable 
throughout local journalism, without compromising the various distinct versions of the various diverse 
forms in different countries and regions.

They begin by conceptualising local journalism, before examining is various forms and practices, and con-
cluding with perhaps the most important question – how to secure the economic future of local journalism 
in an increasingly socially fragmented and globalised world. 

The problems they identify we already know too much about, but thankfully they find reasons for opti-
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mism, especially the important place local journalism still occupies in local communities and the possibili-
ties for more innovative economic models to ensure local communities can still have access to accurate 
information about their localities.

This is a book scholars of local journalism have been waiting for. It will set an overview of the field which 
can be used to frame and promote more research. It offers general readers, journalists and academics across 
many social sciences a text which, in attempting global overview, makes a real contribution to this neglected 
local field of study.
Local Journalism in a Digital World by Kristy Hess and Lisa Waller, published in 2017 by 
Palgrave, paperback, £22.99 GBP, pp294, ISBN: 978-1-137-50476-0.  

Brexit Studies:

All Out War – The Full story of How Brexit Sank 
Britain’s Political Class by Tim Shipman

The Bad Boys of Brexit: Tales of Mischief, Mayhem 
and Guerilla Warfare in the EU Referendum Cam-
paign by Aaron Banks

Unleashing Demons – The Inside Story of Brexit by 
Craig Oliver

The Brexit Club by Owen Bennett
Reviews by John Mair, lead editor of ‘Hackademic’ series of Journalism books
It would not be surprising if an enterprising, nay realistic, university has not established a 
‘Centre for Brexit Studies’ yet. Brexit will impact – almost certainly negatively – on higher 
education. The whole phenomenon was shaped and recorded by journalism, which in turn 
was changed forever by it. What was this volcanic eruption all about? Publishers are quicker 
off the mark than the academy as ever and have already established their own Brexit studies’ 
lists.

All Out War: The Full Story of How Brexit Sank Britain’s Political Class by Sunday Times political editor 
Tim Shipman does lives up to its billing. Published within six months of the June 2016 vote, it is compre-
hensive, based on good first-person research, well written and very readable – all 620 pages of it. If you read 
nothing else on Brexit, read this.

The Bad Boys of Brexit: Tales of Mischief, Mayhem and Guerilla Warfare in the EU Referendum Cam-
paign has the name of Aaron Banks, the moneybags behind the Leave.eu campaign, on the cover. In reality 
it was put together by an ex-Sunday Times political editor Isabel Oakeshott over a summer mining Banks’ 
email inbox. No doubt Andy ‘Wiggy’ Wigmore, Banks’ spinmeister, put in his oar as well.

This is a racy, entertaining and informative, if depressing, read, about how the insurgents took on the Es-
tablishment and even their own side – the more respectable Vote Leave campaign – and won; the arguments 
and the vote. Populism pays when it is mining a rich seam of discontent. ‘It’s immigration wot won it!’ they 
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might claim, though the political classes are reluctant to admit it.
If you want to know how the Remain campaign pulled defeat from the jaws of victory, then read Sir Craig 

Oliver’s Unleashing Demons – The Inside Story of Brexit. It is tame and self-satisfied like the Remain 
campaign itself, a diary of the road to failure. A worthy, if unexciting read by David Cameron’s former spin 
doctor.

Equally unexciting is The Brexit Club by Owen Bennett of Buzzfeed. This is a workmanlike report on the 
campaigns but pales in comparison to the magnum opus of Shipman.

I must declare an interest in this fascinating topic, having spent six months editing Brexit, Trump and the 
Media, for Abramis, which is reviewed elsewhere in this section. But the experience made me hungry for 
more and that appetite was well served at least by the first two books on my list. 

So, for the academics looking to set up that Department for Brexit Studies in one of our universities, there 
is already a corpus of work; some of it journalistic, some of it academic, some ‘hackademic’. Most of it 
makes for good and intelligent reading. Brexit will change higher education, journalism and all our lives in 
the end. Now is the time to try to understand it and these early texts can be useful and informative guides 
for us and our students.
All Out War: The Full Story of How Brexit Sank Britain’s Political Class by Tim Shipman, 
published 2016 by William Collins, pp 620 pages, £25.
The Bad Boys of Brexit: Tales of Mischief, Mayhem and Guerilla Warfare in the EU Refer-
endum Campaign by Aaron Banks, published by Biteback, 2016. £18.99.
Unleashing Demons - The Inside Story of Brexit by Craig Oliver, published by Hodder and 
Stoughton, 2016, £20.
The Brexit Club by Owen Bennett, published 2016, by Biteback, £12.99.


