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Abstract

Through this study, the researchers aim to explore the his-
tory of Journalism and Mass Communication education in 
Pakistan in general and the evolution of academic disci-
pline in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) in particular. The study 
also explores the problems and prospects of the Journal-
ism and Mass Communication Departments in KPK. The re-
searchers used qualitative method and collected the data 
though secondary resources as well as conducted in-depth 
interviews with the chairpersons and in-charge of the de-
partments. The researchers developed five questions and 
six objectives to explore the history of academic journal-
ism in KPK and highlight the problems of the concerned de-
partments. The study disclosed that the academic Journal-
ism and Mass Communication started as discipline in 1974 
and presently there are seven departments in government 
universities and one in a private sector university. The 
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study found out the answers of the designed questions 
and proved the objective that the departments of journal-
ism and Mass Communication are facing academic, profes-
sional, curricula, administrative, technical, lack of research 
culture, lack of coordination with other journalism depart-
ments and media organizations, printing, broadcasting, 
telecasting, online journalism, practical journalism, educa-
tion system, lack of research environment, administrative, 
technical and financial resources for the development of 
research journal publication. On the basis of current study, 
the researchers presented suggestions and recommenda-
tion for the academia, students, research scholars, poli-
cymakers, media practitioners and government to take 
positive steps for the solution to the defined problems and 
improvement of the quality of academic journalism in the 
province.   
Key words: Academic Journalism, Mass Communication, KPK, History, Problems, recom-
mendations.

Introduction
Journalism and Mass Communication is a technique for dissemination of information in 
society to inform, educate and entertain the community. 

Severin & Tankard (1992) explain the function of media as surveillance, interpretation, socialization and 
entertainment while Inam-Ur-Rahman Pushkalavati (2011) says the term journalism is the process of col-
lection, selection, interpretation and dissemination of news, and the person involved in this process is called 
a journalist.  

Similarly, mass communication is characterised by the transmission of complex messages to large and 
diverse audiences, using sophisticated technology of communication whereas mass media refers to the 
institutions that provide such messages, such as newspapers, magazines, television, radio, film and multi-
media websites. The term is also used for the specific institutions of mass media, such as radio networks and 
television channels, movie companies, music producers, and the Internet.

Brief history from “Journalism” to “Mass Communication”
Language basically started with signs, symbols and sounds. Humans expressed their views through a lim-

ited number of sounds, body language, movements, gestures and postures. People of this era had to keep 
their message simple and then communicated it very slowly, which is why their culture developed slowly.   

The age of language led to the development of an oral culture, in which information was passed on by 
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words of mouth from one generation to another.

After pictorial and graphical representation augmented oral transmission records could be kept but writing 
created social divisions in society between those who could read and write had much access to information 
or could pay clerks to do it for them and those who couldn’t. 

Mehdi Hassan & Abdul Salam Khurshid (2004) say that as with all other human fields of development, 
newspapers also had a systematic and slow growth. The first attempt was taken by Julius Caesar when he 
became consul of Rome, who disseminated news for the first time as early as 60BC. The name of the first 
official newspaper was Acta Diurna. 

Inam-Ur-Rahman Pushkalavati (2011) says that “Acta Diurna” was the earliest form of official newspaper 
in ancient Rome, started by Julius Caesar (100-44 BC). The term means “daily events and actions” in Latin. 
It is also known as Acta Publica (public acts), Acta Pupuli (Acts of the people) and Acta Urbana (Municipal 
acts). At first the contents included results of legal proceedings and outcomes of trials. Later, the contents 
were expanded to the public announcements and notes, and other newsworthy information such as mar-
riages, deaths and prominent births of the landlords. 

Mehdi Hassan & Abdul Salam Khurshid (2004) credits the invention of the printing press to China’s Tang 
Dynasty in the 7th or 8th century and John Vivian (2008) says that towards the middle of the 15th century, 
Johannes Gutenberg developed printing with movable type in Germany, which spread all over Europe and 
then the whole world. Historians usually the first printed page with moveable type was produced in 1446, 
22 years before Gutenburg’s death, and by 1500, presses all over Western Europe had published almost 
40,000 books. In 1455, he printed two hundred Bibles with movable type, which are known as the Guten-
berg Bibles.

Newspapers and magazines soon sprang up all over the world to be followed by newer technologies. Te-
legraphy was introduced in the early 19th Century to expedite the process of communication after electricity 
was harnessed. The telephone followed in 1876, and radio in 1895. The 20th century saw the development 
of television, computers and the internet.

William McCaughey (2000), in his book “Five Epochs of Civilisation,” divides the history of media into 
five stages: ideographic writing produced by the first civilisation, alphabet the second, printing the third, 
electronic recording and broadcasting the fourth and computer communication the fifth civilisation.  

Objectives of the study:
To explore the history of academic journalism in KPK.
To find out the problems of the respective departments.
To search out the printing, broadcasting and telecasting facilities of the departments.
To highlight the issue of the JMC departments of KPK.
To determine whether a research culture exists in the JMC departments. 
To compare the problems of JMC departments of the government and private universities.
Research questions
Which problems are faced by the Journalism and Mass Communication Departments in Khyber Pakh-

tunkhwa?
Do these academic problems apply to departments of JMC in KPK?
Are the newly established departments of JMC in KPK facing problem of modern technology and training 

equipment?
Is there any research journal published by any departments of JMC in KPK?
Is there any JMC department in a private university in KPK?

Research Design
The research topic is limited to the problems and current situation in the departments of JMC in KPK. As 

the nature of the study is qualitative, the researchers collected the data through secondary resources. The 
researchers also compiled the problems and demands of the respective departments through in-depth inter-
views. On the basis of problems and demands, the researchers presented suggestions and recommendations.  
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Initiation of Journalism and Mass Communication education in 
Pakistan

Practical journalism is an old phenomenon in Pakistan but academic journalism or theoretical journalism 
in Pakistan is not very old.  Academic journalism in Pakistan started much later, that is why the departments 
of Journalism and Mass Communication face certain problems.   

Shabir. G, Taimur-ul-Hassan, Iqbal. M and Khan. W (2011) stated in their article “Mass Communication 
Education in Punjab: Problems and Prospects” that before the partition of Pakistan and India, an introduc-
tory diploma course of Journalism and Mass Communication was started in Lahore by the University of the 
Punjab in 1940. At the time, radio was the only electronic source of information while print media enjoyed 
their golden era in the subcontinent. 

The course was offered for both the print and radio journalists but focused on the print media in the Uni-
versity of the Punjab, Lahore.   

Elahi. M (2006) says that the University of Punjab introduced a six-month postgraduate certificate course 
for reporters, editors and article writers. Later the duration of the course was increased to one year and it 
continued up to 1960. 

After partition, the credit of journalism course initiation also goes to the University of Punjab when it 
started a one-year diploma course to the level of Master of Arts (M.A) in 1959-60.  

He also said that a diploma course was started in the University of Karachi in 1955. This was a one-year 
course, comprising journalistic writing, translation, press history and ethics and laws. He stated that the 
programme continued till 1961. The university started a masters programme in 1962 to promote journalism 
education in the country.

Shbir. M, Taimur-ul-Hassan, Iqbal. M and Khan. W (2011) mentioned that the University of Karachi 
started the diploma course in 1974, and in the same year Gomal University, Dera Ismail Khan also launched 
its Department of Journalism and Mass Communication. 

Elahi. M (2006), while analysing the history of Journalism and Mass Communication education, said that 
the federal government recognised the vital role of journalism and established a National Press Commis-
sion (NPC) in 1954. The press commission suggested to the public sector Pakistani universities to establish 
new departments of Journalism and Mass Communication to enhance the media industry and strengthen the 
professional standards of journalism in the country. 

Following the recommendation of the NPC, the University of the Punjab, Lahore and Karachi hired foreign 
faculty to improve journalism education. The University of Sindh, Jamshoro started journalism in 1977.

According to Shabir. G, Taimur-ul-Hassan, Iqbal. F and Khan. W (2011), the Federal Urdu Arts College, 
Karachi started journalism education in 1984, whereas the Islamia University and University of Peshawar 
launched it in 1985. 

Elahi. M (2006) says that Allama Iqbal Open University started journalism as academia in 1986, while 
Balochistan University, Quetta and Bahuaddin Zakariya University started it in 1987 and the government of 
Pakistan recommended the graduate course at college level in 1987. In 2000, the course of Journalism and 
Mass Communication was offered by Fatima Jinnah University and Barani University Rawalpindi. 

Academic Journalism and Mass Communication in KP (former 
NWFP)

As other universities of the country started Journalism and Mass communication courses and departments, 
the then government of North-West Frontier Province (NWFP) (Now Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) realised the 
imperative role of the field and started Department of Journalism and Mass Communication in the Univer-
sity of Peshawar in 1985.    

Ghulam Shabir. M, Taimur-ul-Hassan, Iqbal. M and Khan. W (2011) stated that Department of Journalism 
and Mass Communication was established in 1985, while Elahi. M (2006) mentioned that it was started in 
1988.  

In 1985, the University of Peshawar launched the Department of Journalism & Mass Communication as 
a diploma awarding institution. The institution was upgraded and it started working at postgraduate level 
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1988. The department was called the Department of Journalism till October 2000. Later, it was renamed 
the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication. Since its inception, the department has produced 
hundreds of graduates and most of them now serve widely circulated Urdu, English and Pashto newspapers, 
radio, television channels, the Information Department and other organisations in Peshawar and other areas 
of the country. 

The department offers a diverse curriculum, including the subjects of reporting, sub-editing, mass com-
munication, Pakistan affairs, development support communication, mass communication theory, English 
(journalistic) language, broadcasting, television media, advertising & public relations and cyber journal-
ism. It has launched a Media Training and Research Centre (MTRC). The Centre conducts researches on 
media-related issues and public opinion surveys etc, besides arranging seminars, lectures, workshops and 
symposia. It has about 500 research theses on diverse topics and issues related to journalism in Pakistan, es-
pecially the province. The department also houses the Campus Radio-107 that broadcasts various informa-
tion and entertainment programmes for the students of the university (Prof. Dr. Shahjehan Sayed, personal 
communication, March 13, 2015). 

The Journalism and Mass Communication discipline was launched at Gomal University in 1974, soon 
after the setting up of the varsity. The syllabus of the department has been updated with the passage of time. 
The graduates get a degree of masters level in mass communication. The name of the department and its 
degree was recently changed by its Board of Studies, i.e. Mass Communication; this decision was taken 
on the proposal of the Higher Education Commission. According to a study about job absorption recently, 
more than 60 percent of the department’s graduates have joined the professional field, working with various 
organizations, while the rest were employed in other areas. Given the unemployment rate of educated youth 
in Pakistan, this can be considered a high figure of job absorption. The department has also started MPhil 
and PhD studies and their classes are underway.

The library of the department has some of the latest books published overseas. There are known foreign re-
search journals in various social sciences, particularly communication. The department has also subscribed 
various national newspapers and several foreign magazines. The Central Library of the university has the 
back issues of different magazines in its archives, so that researchers can use them when needed (Dr. Mu-
hammad Aslam Pervez, personal communication, March 14, 2015). 

The Kohat University of Science and Technology set up the Department of Journalism and Mass Com-
munication in September 2007 to produce professional media personnel. The department claims to equip 
graduates with theoretical background and professional skills to cater to society. 

The department’s syllabus contains theory, research and practical skills to help the graduates know about 
the journalism field. The course of studies also includes vocational aspect, with an aim to examine the social 
responsibilities of media persons. After its establishment, the department got a newspaper, a radio station 
and a television house within a short span of one year (Nadeem Akhtar, personal communication, March 
15, 2015).

The Department of Communication & Media Studies began functioning at the Hazara University in Octo-
ber 2006. The department is meant to produce professionals in the arena of journalism. In 2010, the depart-
ment launched M.Phil scheme of studies, which has produced several scholars so far. To adapt the syllabus 
according to the needs of the practical field, the curriculum has been reviewed twice since the year 2010. 
Raising critical awareness and highlighting of media role in promoting democracy and global interaction are 
said to be the department’s focus of attention (Syed Shaukat Ali, personal communication, March 16, 2015).

The University of Malakand, Chakdarra, Lower Dir district, established its Department of Journalism and 
Mass Communication in the year 2011. It is an annual master’s (M.A) programme of two years. There is 
no professor, associate professor or assistant professor in the department so far. However, there are three 
lecturers (Jan Muhammad, personal communication, March 17, 2015). 

The Department of Journalism and Mass Communication at the Abdul Wali Khan University, Mardan 
district, was approved on September 19, 2012. It offers two-year annual programme of master’s (M.A) and 
four-year BS programme. Currently, there are 48 students enrolled in the M.A programme and 20 students 
in the BS programme. The department also launched a monthly newspaper titled Awkum Voice in February 
2013 (Farhad Safi, personal communication, March 18, 2015).

At the University of Swat, Malakand Division, the Department of Media and Communication Studies was 
established in October 2012. The classes were started in January 2013 with 15 students enrolled initially. 
The department offers a two-year MA degree currently. A monthly newsletter will soon start to be published 
while a campus radio will also be launched after getting a licence from the PEMRA (Khalid Khan, personal 
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communication, March 19, 2015).  

Department of Communication and Media Studies at the Sarhad University of Information Technology 
(SUIT) began functioning on April 21, 2011. It is the first private university in the province, which took the 
initiative and launched the master’s level programme. In two semesters, more than 30 students are enrolled 
in the master’s programme at the SUIT. At the moment, there are three faculty members at the department, 
while there are four members as visiting staff. The department also publishes a bi-annual newsletter titled 
“The Suit”. They have also planned to launch an FM radio station from the department (Wasim Khattak, 
personal communication, March 20, 2015). 

Research Design 
The research topic is limited to the problems and current situation in the departments of Journalism and 

Mass Communication in KP. As the nature of the study is qualitative, the researchers collected the data 
through semi-structured interview from the key persons of the KP’s Journalism and Mass Communica-
tion departments. The interviews were conducted by two methods; face-to-face and by phone for 25 to 30 
minutes. The data was collected through purposive sampling methods, while the informants’ identities were 
kept confidential. Along with main question, supplementary questions were asked to get more information 
about the issue. The interviewees’ responses were recorded numerically to keep them confidential. 

Data Analysis and Results 
Every department faces different problems, which were placed in the following tables. 
RQ-1; Which problems are being faced by the Journalism and Mass Communication Departments in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa?
Interviewee 1 Untrained teachers for practical journalism, lack of research culture, no critical re-

search, more theoretical than practical journalism, lack of training, equipment, insuf-
ficient financial support from the government, lack of coordination between students 
among the different departments, web and broadcasted TV, lack of exposure trips, lack 
of video lectures to other international media departments

Interviewee 2 Lack of TV production house and other practical training equipment, lack of back-
ground knowledge at Bachelor level, lack of internet and modern technology equip-
ment’s, Lack of Research Centre, Lack of training workshop.

Interviewee 3 Lack of administrative problems, technical problems, lack of practical training facili-
ties, monthly magazine needed, dramatic club for performance arts/theatre/film, lack 
of Auditorium facility, lack of guest lectures, lack of positive use of social media.

Interviewee 4 Lack of qualified staff, old courses, absence of national media outlets nearby the 
departments for the students practice and exposure, unavailability of quality and to the 
point books, lack of research work of teacher and students, lack of alternative measure 
to fill the practical gap, lack of inside internship program at the department.

Interviewee 5 Lack of professor, associate professor in the department, old course, limited infra-
structure, lack of students and teacher exchange programs among old and new es-
tablished departments, lack of courses availability at bachelor level, misinterpreta-
tion about the subject among the remote areas of province, lack of teachers training 
regarding new technologies, lack of coordination of the department with other media 
organizations.

Interviewee 6 Technical problems, lack of modern and updated course, administrative problems, 
gap between theory and practical journalism, no uniform education system; annual 
and semester system, Lack of Seminar hall, gap between academia and media industry.

Interviewee 7 Practical journalism, lack or limited infrastructure, lack of campus radio, TV pro-
duction house, lack of digital journalism, lack of technical radio, tv and online equip-
ment’s, lack of coordination with national and international media organizations.
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Interviewee 8 Lack of qualified staff, lack of practical journalism teachers instead of theoretical, 

lack of new and updated curricula, problems in recruitment process of teachers, lack 
of department at private universities of the province, problem of male and female ratio 
in the classes, dominancy of male teachers.

The study found that the gravest problem of the departments in the province is untrained teachers for prac-
tical journalism. Most of the JMC departments are facing a lack of research culture, while the heads of the 
departments should make the research work compulsory at master’s level. There is no critical research in 
the departments to improve the quality of students’ education in the research track. There is a little focus on 
practical journalism while theoretical journalism is at its peak in all the JMC departments of KP. 

The results also exposed the lack of training, equipment and the insufficient finances of the government. 
It is necessary that we work collectively with national and international level teachers and students on re-
search about different media related topics.     

The study also revealed that lack of TV production house and other practical journalism training equip-
ment in the department are also issues. Students are facing problems in learning the course subjects’ due to 
a lack of the background knowledge of the journalism course at bachelors’ level. 

Lack of the Internet facility and other modern technology equipment is not only a problem for students 
but also for teachers. 

The research also disclosed that the unavailability of well qualified staff is a basic problem in the JMC 
departments of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Some of the departments have up-to-date curriculum, but there are 
few well qualified teachers who accurately teach the course. 

For the training of the students of Journalism and Mass Communication, there is no national newspaper 
available in the nearby area as well as television centres. For the compilation of research, research journals 
and books are needed but unfortunately the facilities are scarce in the most of the JMC departments of the 
province. For the researchers, it is a big problem that the publication of research work in the famous journals 
needs payment.

The study also unveiled that the JMC departments’ curriculum in KP contains old courses and that there 
are no students exchange programs among the old universities and newly established universities. The 
students are not only facing problems in learning the course subjects but the teachers also face troubles in 
the teaching due the unavailability of the course at bachelor’s level. The remote areas are not interested in 
journalism because of misperception in the society. 

The study also revealed that a lack of teachers’ training regarding the new technology and lack of coordina-
tion of the JMC departments with other media organizations are basic problems in the practical journalism.

The research found that journalism students of newly established universities are facing problems in in-
ternship programme because there are few facilities of newspaper, radio and television for the practical 
journalism. There is no uniform system of education in the JMC departments of KP, while every university 
has their own rules and regulations. 

Practical journalism is a big problem in JMC departments because most of the teachers in different depart-
ments of KP do not have a sound know-how of the practical journalism. 

The overall problem of the KP’s JMC departments is lack of well qualified teachers according to the new 
curriculum as well as practical journalism teachers for the students. The recruitment process in journalism 
departments is not fair.    

The study also explored that private organizations such as Internews, Intermedia, etc were only giving 
training facilities to JMC departments of the government-run universities while ignoring private sector 
universities. On the other hand, these organizations are training female students mostly and ignoring boys 
of the departments. 

RQ-2; Are the newly established departments of JMC in KP facing problem of modern technology and 
training equipment?

Interviewee-1 Very much so because of new department in new university.  
Interviewee-2 Yes, they have, but on other side it has good infrastructure as compare to old de-

partment. 

Articles



Page 60 Journalism Education Volume 6 number 3
Interviewee-3 To some extent, because it is a trend of new universities to install modern technol-

ogy.
Interviewee-4 Very low as newly established departments have well-furnished infrastructure and 

modern equipment. 
Interviewee-5 Very high, because new university also funding problems from the Higher Educa-

tion commission.
Interviewee-6 Yes, they have problems of training in modern technology at the department. 

Interviewee-7 The problem is extremely high in the newly established departments. 

Interviewee-8 As compared to the old departments, newly established departments are lacking 
modern technology and training equipment. 

The study explored that the newly established JMC departments in KP are facing problems of modern 
technology and training equipment’s, where a number of problems exist. The new universities also have 
funding problems from the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan, whereas new departments are good 
in terms of infrastructure but they lack modern technology and equipment compared to the old established 
departments.  

RQ-3; Is there any research journal published by any departments of JMC in KP?
Interviewee 1 No, because of lack of research culture at the department    
Interviewee 2 No, because  no proper research centre
Interviewee 3 No, lack of productive research facilities
Interviewee 4 No, lack of qualified staff
Interviewee 5 No, lack of professors and associate professor who would create research culture
Interviewee 6 No, because of administrative problems 
Interviewee 7 No, limited infrastructure 
Interviewee 8 No, because of well qualified staff and old course contents

The study also disclosed that there is no research journal published by any journalism department in KP; 
other problems are lack of research culture and research center in the departments, unavailability of pro-
ductive research facilities, well qualified staff, administrative problems, limited infrastructure, old course 
contents. 

RQ-4; What are the remedies for the uplifting of 
JMC departments’ in KP? 

Interviewee 1 To make more practical than theory, need to initiate research culture, provide 
training, equipment’s and financial aid, coordination with national and internation-
al media organizations’, need practical training for teachers, overcome domination 
of old department on new established departments

Interviewee 2 To provide training facilities to departments, training facilities like Tv production 
houses, to start the journalism course in Bachelor levels, to provide technical sup-
port to the departments 

Interviewee 3 Should  overcome administrative problems, provide technical and training facili-
ties to departments 

Interviewee 4 Government should provide funds to the departments to provide technical and 
training facilities to the students and teachers, need teachers training 

Interviewee 5 Appoint professors and associate professors, develop modern courses, before 
starting a department of JMC need to find out the interest and awareness about the 
subject, PEMRA should to award license to all JMC departments in easy way,  
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Interviewee 6 Provide Technical support, to revise course, need administrative help, to over-

come gap between theory and practical journalism, need uniform education system

Interviewee 7 Provide Practical journalism, need infrastructure, facility of radio and TV produc-
tion house, digital lab, needed equipment’s, organizations,

Interviewee 8 Hire well-qualified staff, recruit practical journalism teachers, need to update cur-
ricula, fair process of recruitment teachers, need to start the department at private 
universities.

The study disclosed that the departments need to coordinate with national and international media organi-
zations to improve practical journalism in the province.  It is also necessary for the teachers of all depart-
ments of JMC to decrease the gap between theory and practical journalism, because theory is base for the 
practical journalism. Lack of mutual understanding between old and new students among the different 
university departments also a problem. If the journalism course had been included at the college level, the 
students would not have faced so many problems. 

The study recommended to start the Journalism and Mass Communication programme at bachelors’ level 
throughout all the KP colleges and universities to improve the quality of academic journalism in the prov-
ince.  

It is suggested to the government it should increase the funds of the universities to provide modern tech-
nology to the JMC departments of the province. It is also recommended to the teachers to become devoted 
to teaching and impart their knowledge to the students in an appropriate way as they are going to be the 
builders of the departments that would be opened in future.  

The study suggested to the universities’ authorities that before establishing a JMC department, they should 
survey the area to find out the interest, awareness and trend of the journalism among local people to save 
the finance of the university.  It is need of the hour to chalk out a plan and start a uniform education system, 
whether semester or annual system.  

The PEMRA should issue licence to the entire JMC departments of the country generally and to the KPK 
particularly.  

The study revealed that the departments should coordinate with different media organizations for the sake 
of students’ practical training, which not only increases commonality among the theoretical teachers and 
professional journalists but also the student would easily get internships.    

The research recommended to the education policymakers to change the curriculum according to the needs 
of the time and include new subjects such as Islamic Communication, Online Journalism, Practical Journal-
ism, Newspaper Page Designing and Editing, Photojournalism, Public Speaking and other courses.

It is suggested to the academia and subject specialists to recruit the employees impartially to improve the 
quality of education, particularly in KP and generally in the country.

Summary and Conclusion
Mass Media is based on the theoretical and practical journalism of the trained and qualified instructors. It 

is a fact that when there is shortage of teaching departments and qualified teachers, the mass media will be 
immature.  

It is necessary to establish new departments of Journalism and Mass Communication in KP because the 
media organizations are also increasing, in the province particularly, and all over the country generally.   

The study proved the questions and justified the objectives of the study that the departments of Journalism 
and Mass Communication in KP are facing the lack of well qualified academia, training, printing, broad-
casting, telecasting, online journalism, Internet, new technology, research culture, practical journalism, co-
ordination, affiliation with national and international newspapers, radios, television, online journalism and 
research and training projects for the students. 

The study also explored that the KP’s Journalism and Mass Communication departments are having old 
curricula, lack teachers and students exchange with other different provincial, national and international 
universities, there is lack of commitment on the part of teachers to their subjects, atmosphere of critical 
thinking of students and teachers, differences in the education system as well as differences between govern-
ment and private university facilities.
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The study also disclosed that there is lack of awareness and misperceptions of the parents about the Jour-
nalism and Mass Communication education, lack of the background knowledge of the students, old teaching 
methodology, placement of students for internship in irrelevant media organizations, lack of coordination 
among the journalism departments and media organizations, equipment and training facilities in the newly 
established departments, and slow process of PEMRA in the issuing of radio and TV licence. 

The study also verified that there is no single research journal published by any department of Journalism 
and Mass Communication in KP due to the lack of research environment, administrative, technical and 
financial resources.  

Suggestions and Recommendations:
It is recommended to hire well qualified teachers according to the requirements of the modern age. 
To develop the research culture in the departments among the teachers and students.
To ensure immediately the establishment of printing, broadcasting, telecasting and online technology in 

the departments. 
It is needed to improve the practice of practical journalism in the departments of KP.
It is also suggested to build ties with national and international media organizations as well as teachers 

and students. 
It is also recommended that research and training projects should be only for the sake of training of the 

students. 
It is also recommended to update the curriculum according to the modern technology and needs. 
It is stressed that there should be exchange programmes of teachers and students with the other provincial, 

national and international academia and students. 
The teachers should become devoted to their subjects and students.
An atmosphere of critical and research thinking should be created among the students.
To ensure a uniform education system of Journalism and Mass Communication, whether annual or semes-

ter system. 
Special attention should be paid to academic journalism in private sector universities of KP as well.
To build understanding among the parents of the younger generation about the importance of Journalism 

and Mass Communication course. 
The Journalism and Mass Communication courses should be started at bachelors level. 
It is also recommended to the teachers to ensure a mechanism for the placement of students for the intern-

ship in different media organizations. 
The academia should build coordination among journalism departments and media organizations.
It is also recommended to the HEC to increase the universities’ funds, particularly of newly established 

varsities, to provide equipment and training facilities in the JMC departments.
It is suggested to the PEMRA to expedite the licence issuance process of radio and television of the newly 

established JMC departments. 
It is also recommended to the research scholars of JMC departments of KP to develop a research journal 

to improve the research work in the province. 
It is suggested to academia of JMC departments to improve practical journalism training to students in the 

departments of KP.
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