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In a previous edition of the AJE Journal, Cathy Darby (2012) examined
what skills the next generation of professional journalists will need. But
not everyone who studies journalism will become a journalist or even
want to do so. So what skills do former students who took a course in
journalism value about that course in relation to their employability,
particularly those in graduate level jobs?
-

et al, 2005), which show that
-
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Journalism Studies and this study did not attempt to engage with the debate, best articu-

-

To put it bluntly many educational researchers came to feel that research activities strucconsequential things about the phenomenon—interesting and consequential ,not just in
terms of the concerns and understandings of educators, but also in terms of the richness
of the accounts of educators’ experiences.

“a collection of cases studied in depth
to provide educational actors or decision makers with information that will help them
judge the worth and merit of policies”
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-

A set of achievements--skills, understandings and personal attributes – that make graduates more likely to gain employment and be successful in their chosen occupations, which

Pegget al
It is important that we make a distinction between employment as a graduate outcome
that may be measured and used with the information published by universities and the
issue of pedagogy for employability which relates to the teaching and learning of a wide
range of knowledge, skills and attributes to support continued learning and career development.

For instance:
I know it’s hard to get jobs now, but I’ve been invited for interviews, they [his company]
liked the CV and I do feel I have what [the skills] they want to get on from here, so, that’s
it for me, that’s what employability is about
Employability is about you having the right skills—and the right experience—to get the
job you want
self in a way people want to hire you. I’ve been fortunate in that it worked out for me and
I know it can be tough to get a job, but that does depend on what you are willing to apply
for and the effort you put into those applications
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dent. And a lot of that was down to the journalism. I found myself interviewing people I
would never have imagined myself speaking to. And when you manage it and it goes well
that does give you a real boost. My last interviewee was a survivor[of genocide] and we
kept in touch until her death last year. (
I deal with a lot of high level people... They are used to dealing with more senior experiand it’s nerve wracking, but you learn to do it, so you know you can do it.
community manager)
I wouldn’t say I enjoyed the interviewing because I didn’t. But now it’s something I do
every day, interviewing, networking, making contacts. But I know I can do it because it
was something I did on the course.

-

et al

-
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Enhanced communication skills
-

When I go to interview now I always say my main skills are reading, writing and research
because that is what I gained.
I write across a variety of platforms but whatever you are writing you need to be clear
and have good grammar and that was something the tutors really emphasised.(
E, digital manager)

Working Towards Your Future

At work there are older people doing a similar job and they don’t have a degree. But my
research skills are much better so I’m off to a faster start. I don’t thinkyou could get the
job I hold now without a degree even though you could years ago. (
ing)
advertised for someone with a degree and so you have to have it.
communications)

-
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so yes, analysis is very important.
I was never very sure what the difference is between all those [evaluation, critiamounts of time analysing the media so analysis is very important.
job, so I am not sure those skills help.

between these intellectual areas and how they are applied in employment or it may be

In other words, the graduates are so used to critically assessing and analysing state-

Single or More?
although one or two had originally intended to do so:
I wanted to do journalism but my parents felt that having English as well as a back up
would be a better option.
I always liked reading newspapers, but then I always loved English so when I saw the
course I thought, that’s it, that is the one for me.
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I had money saved.... so I could afford to take the time and do it (six weeks of unpaid
internship), but I know plenty of people who would have lost the job they needed if
they had to do that.

-

ence:
It made me realise that I didn’t have what it takes for news journalism. I love the writing,
but that, talking to people who were so upset, it wasn’t, it just wasn’t for me.

sector they will not have contemplated (2012:73).

Conclusion
-

Articles

Journalism Education

Volume 2 number 2

-

-

Case study research in Educational Settings: doing qualitative
research in educational settings,
tion opportunity into employment opportunity

Access to what? Converting educa-

Analysing Qualitative Data
tion.

Working Towards Your Future: Making the most of your time in educa-

Journalism Education,
-

th

ists Rediscovered

What is Journalism? Professional Identity and Ideology of JournalResearch-

ing graduate careers seven years on.):
graduate labour market.

don: Sage

Qualitative Research in Education Interaction and Practice

Education Supplement,

th

-

Times Higher

June
Articles

Does your social class decide if you go to university? Full list

of colleges.
class-

Employer Concepts of Graduate Employ-

ability,

-

-

A Handbook on Teaching and Learn-

ing in Higher Education (

Pedagogy for
-

Employability.

Effective education for employment: A global perspective

) Futuretrack

-

Case study research: Design and methods

Articles

Journalism Education

Volume 2 number 2

Trauma journalism education:
teaching merits, curricular
challenges, and
instructional approaches

Jad P. Melki, American University of Beirut, Megan E. Fromm,
Johns Hopkins University and Paul Mihailidis, Emerson University.
Acknowledgements: Thanks to the DART Center for Journalism and Trauma for its generous funding of this
study and to the International Center for Media and the Public Agenda (ICMPA) at the University of Maryland
for offering its resources. Special thanks to Dr. Susan Moeller, director of ICMPA, for her guidance, support and
insight.

This study uses mixed methods to examine the state of
trauma journalism education at journalism programmes.
The survey of 623 faculty members from the Association
for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication
(AEJMC)-accredited institutions reveals a gap in training
that leaves prospective journalists ill-prepared to cover
domestic and international violence and disasters. An
analysis of journalism curricula shows most universities,
if they teach trauma journalism at all, do so only in an
introductory manner while covering other subjects such
as interviewing and ethics. Finally, qualitative interviews
with journalism faculty and professional journalists who
have covered trauma provide further context supporting
mendations for supporting trauma journalism education
and introducing it to journalism curricula.
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